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3. left is derived from the Old English word lyft, which means “weak.” In Latin the word sinister means
theleft or left-hand direction. The word right comes from the Old English riht, whose original meaning
was “straight” and thus not bent or crooked. And this is why we have phrases such as “standing upright”
or “do the right thing” or “the right answer,” all of which connote goodness and correctness.
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is wrong.
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As you consider your audience’s needs, you may need to balance the accuracy of your graph with how
it engages your audience.
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Charts, like any other communication, need to be compelling to be convincing, and if your bar chart, as
optimal as it may be, has been reduced to background noise by the constant hum of bar charts crossing
a stakeholder’s screen, then it’s your responsibility to make it more compelling, even if it’s not any more
precise or accurate than a more simple form.

Data visualization is a mix of science and art. Sometimes we want to be closer to the science side of
the spectrum—in other words, use visualizations that allow readers to more accurately perceive the
absolute values of data and make comparisons. Other times we may want to be closer to the art side of
the spectrum and create visuals that engage and excite the reader, even if they do not permit the most
accurate comparisons.
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